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Aims and objectives

• Introduce the two different types of assessment routes 
• Introduce the concept of assessment objectives: what are they and why they are used 

when writing examination papers
• Analyse recent question papers and learn which types of questions match the 

different assessment objectives
• Investigate different assessment objectives, considering how questions have been 

answered by looking at feedback from the previous exam series
• Discuss strategies for teaching to help students access questions targeting different 

assessment objectives
• Review the support Pearson offers for teaching the qualification
• Network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers
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Agenda

• Welcome

• Specification Design and key documentation

• The assessment

• The content 

• Case Studies

• Fieldwork and the Geographical Enquiry process

• Skills

• Assessment Objectives

• Question types 

• Command words

• Support
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Welcome to Pearson
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel

• We are the world’s leading learning company 
and as the UK’s largest awarding organisation, 
best placed to provide qualifications aligned to 
the British educational system.

• Our international heritage stretches back over 
150 years.

• Today, we partner with schools, universities and 
employers worldwide, offering world-class, 
globally-recognised qualifications to over 3.5 
million students a year.
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Trusted and recognized 
qualifications partner to 
6,500 schools, colleges 
and employers globally 

We mark over 10 
million exam scripts 
on behalf of the UK 
Department for 
Education each year

We operate in 70 
countries worldwide 
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Specification Design 
and key 
documentation

6

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



The specification 

• The Specification contains all the key 
information required for teaching the 
course. 

• It can be downloaded directly from 
the Pearson website.

• Many other useful materials can also 
be downloaded from the website.
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What does the specification contain? 
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• Qualification structure: an overview of the content and assessment 

• Geography Content: divided into the two papers/units

• Paper/Unit 1: Physical Geography

• Paper/Unit 2: Human Geography

• Assessment information: overview of the paper structure and the assessment objectives. 

• Definitions and command words: includes command words that can be tested in the exams

• Geographical skills: the skills that can be tested in the exams

• Practical geographical enquiry process: an overview of the different stages of the enquiry process

• Fieldwork  (including health and safety in the field):  the requirements for fieldwork

• Transferable skills: other skills that can be taught through International GCSE Geography 
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The Assessment
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The assessment model

This tells us how we assess candidates.

Key features:

• The choice of Linear or Modular examinations 

• Fieldwork skills are assessed in both exam papers, including questions on familiar and 
unfamiliar fieldwork contexts. 

• Paper/Unit 1 focuses on physical geography.

• Paper/Unit 2 focuses on human geography. 

• Both papers grade from 9–1
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Why a choice of linear or modular assessment?
The secret of International GCSE success is different for every student. 

Doing all the assessment at the 
end works well for many (linear)

Whichever route you choose, the exams take the same amount of time, teachers spend the same
amount of time teaching, and everyone has the best chance of success at international GCSE.

The linear journey remains 
exactly as it is, two years of 

study with exams at the end

But we know that spreading the exam 
pressure works better for others (modular)

The modular route breaks the 
journey into units, with an exam at 

the end of each unit
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IG Geography Modular Key Changes 
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A modular route 
is only offered 

by Pearson 
Edexcel at 

International 
GCSE

Modular route Linear route

Unit assessments can be taken 
over multiple exam series (no tier)

Grades are calculated on raw 
marks which are then converted to 
a UMS (Uniform Mark Scale).

Students can re-sit individual units 
in any exam series.

Once a student has all their unit 
results, they can 'cash in' these 
results for their grade.

Assessments for all units are taken 
together in one exam series (no tier).

Grades are calculated on raw marks 
only.

Students can re-sit assessments for 
all units together in one exam series.

The grade students receive are 
calculated at the end of the exam 
series in which they sat their 
assessments.

Everything else remains the same, including content and level of demand in assessments
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Geography, a closer look, Paper 1
The modular and linear approach cover the same content and paper structure. 
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Paper 1

ModularLinear
1-hour-10-minute written examination.1-hour-10-minute written examination.

The total number of marks is 70, 40% of the total International GCSE.The total number of marks is 70, 40% of the total 
International GCSE.

Content summary 
• River environments
• Coastal environments
• Hazardous environments
This Includes fieldwork from one of these topics. 

Content summary 
• River environments
• Coastal environments
• Hazardous environments
This Includes fieldwork from one of these topics. 

Assessment
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data-response and open-
ended questions. 
• Section A: Candidates choose two out of three questions on the three topics 

above. 
• Section B: Candidates choose one of three fieldwork-related questions on the 

three topics above. 

Assessment
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data-response 
and open-ended questions. 
• Section A: Candidates choose two out of three questions on the three 

topics above. 
• Section B: Candidates choose one of three fieldwork-related 

questions on the three topics above.
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Geography, a closer look, Paper 2
The modular and linear approach cover the same content and paper structure. 

15

Paper 1

ModularLinear
1-hour-45-minute written examination.1-hour-45-minute written examination.

The total number of marks is 105, 60% of the total International GCSE.The total number of marks is 105, 60% of the total 
International GCSE.

Content summary 
• Economic activity and energy
• Rural environments
• Urban environments
This Includes fieldwork from one of these topics. 

Content summary 
• Economic activity and energy
• Rural environments
• Urban environments
This Includes fieldwork from one of these topics. 

Assessment
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data-response and open-
ended questions. 
• Section A: Candidates choose two out of three questions on the three topics 

above. 
• Section B: Candidates choose one of three fieldwork-related questions on the 

three topics above. 
• Section C: Candidates choose one out of three questions on:  fragile environments 

and climate change, globalisation and migration, development and human welfare. 

Assessment
Questions are a mixture of multiple-choice, short-answer, data-response 
and open-ended questions. 
• Section A: Candidates choose two out of three questions on the three 

topics above. 
• Section B: Candidates choose one of three fieldwork-related 

questions on the three topics above.
• Section C: Candidates choose one out of three questions on:  fragile 

environments and climate change, globalisation and migration, 
development and human welfare. 
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A student’s IG Geography modular journey
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202620252024Modular pathway

Student is taking 
their International 
GCSE 

What entries to make 
and when

Results and 
Certification

Sept
Start 

learning 
course 
content

June
Exam 

for 
Unit 1

August
Result certificate 

generated for 
Unit 1+2 = IG

By 21st March
Entry 

using Unit 
code for Unit 1 

only on EOL 
('W')

Sept
Continue 
learning 
content

June*
Exam 

for 
Unit 2

Nov - March
Entry using Unit 
code for Unit 2 

AND cash in code 
('X')

August
Result 

available for 
Unit 1

*re-sit opportunity
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The benefits of a modular approach
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Students

Educators & Parents

 Allows them to take exams when they’re ready, like they do with other tests, 
and take advantage of multiple re-sit opportunities.

 Provides more opportunities to demonstrate their skills and abilities and 
optimise feedback to improve their performance.

 Reduces students’ mental load and stress by allowing them to focus on one 
year of curriculum at a time and spreads out their exams over 2 years.

 Where parents pay exam fees, it helps with budgeting by enabling families 
to spread their child’s exam fees over two years.

 Eases the pressures faced by exam officers as it allows international schools 
to spread the exam admin burden.

 Provides teachers with rich mid-cycle data on learner performance via post-
exam analysis support tools such as Results Plus.
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Modular Overview
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IG Geography Modular Overview
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Assessment

Separate:
Unit 1- Physical Geography 
Unit 2 Human Geography

• Nov & June Series
• Resit opportunities (no limit) 

+ Exemplar materials
+ Examiner reports
+ Past papers
+ Exam Wizard
+ Results Plus

Teaching and Learning

120 GLH
• Specification
• Sample assessment materials
• Getting Started Guides
• Teacher Course planners
• Scheme of Work
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Question for you

How do you see the Modular assessment pathway supporting your students? 

20
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Possible suggestions

• Students may find it easier to break down the content into two separate exam 
sessions.

• The expectation is that Paper 1 will be taken at the end of the first year of teaching, 
allowing students to monitor their progress.

• Resits of Paper 1 and 2 do not have to be taken in the same exam series.
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Teaching in a Modular Way

22

You may want to change the way you teach the International GCSE Geography Specification 

Content if you take the Modular route for assessment. 

• To support your planning and teaching of the course, we are producing course planners,

editable schemes of work and Getting Started Guide. These are available on the website to 

download.

• First teaching for International GCSE Geography (Modular) is September 2023

• First assessment of International GCSE Geography (Modular) is May/June 2024
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Planning to teach modular International GCSE 
Geography

23

Suggest 3 things that need to be taken into account when changing to a 
modular approach.
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Considerations

24

• Although the total content is the same, topics have to be taught in a 
certain order for candidates to understand the synoptic nature of 
Section C in paper 2. 

• Topics 1. 2 and 3 are examined in Paper 1.
• Topics 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 are examined in Paper 2.
• Fieldwork skills are covered in both papers. 
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Re-sits for Modular International GCSE
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• Learners can re-sit any unit irrespective of whether the qualification is to be cashed in. 

• If a learner resits a unit more than once, only the better of the two most recent 

attempts of that unit will be available for aggregation to a qualification grade. 

• Results of units will be held in Pearson Edexcel's unit bank for as many years as this 

specification remains available. 

• Once International GCSE in Geography (Modular) has been certificated, all unit results 

are deemed to be used up at that level. These results cannot be used again towards a 

further award of the same qualification at the same level.
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The Content

26

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Supporting progression

27

Provides the foundational 
knowledge for IAL

IG

IAL
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Linear and Modular – Paper 1 Topics

Click to add content 1 Click to add content 2
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Topic 3
Hazardous environments

Topic 2
Coastal environments

Topic 1
River environments

Key ideas
3.1 Some places are more 
hazardous than Others
3.2 Hazards have an impact 
on people and the 
environment
3.3 Earthquakes present a 
hazard to many people and 
need to be managed carefully

Key ideas
2.1 Physical processes and 
human intervention give rise 
to characteristic coastal 
landforms
2.2 Distinctive ecosystems 
developed along particular 
stretches of coastline
2.3 Coastal environments 
are of great importance to 
people and need to be 
sustainably managed

Key ideas
1.1 The world’s water supply 
is contained in a closed 
system 
1.2 Physical processes give 
rise to characteristic river 
landforms 
1.3 River environments area 
of great importance to people 
and need to be sustainably 
managed
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Linear and Modular – Paper 1 Fieldwork
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Students are required to complete one
geographical enquiry involving fieldwork relating to 
one topic in Paper 1.
Paper 1: Physical geography
• River environments.
• Coastal environments.
• Hazardous environments.

Centres must ensure that:
• Primary data collection includes quantitative and 

qualitative techniques.
• Secondary data collection includes the use of at 

least two different secondary data sources for 
your chosen environment.

In Section B of each paper will have questions that 
relate to the fieldwork enquiry process in familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts. 

The structure will either be: 
• Short answer questions (unfamiliar fieldwork 

context)
• Extended response 8 mark question (familiar 

fieldwork context)

OR 
• Short answer questions (familiar fieldwork 

context)
• Extended response 8 mark question (unfamiliar 

fieldwork context)
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Linear and Modular – Paper 2 Topics

Click to add content 1 Click to add content 2
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Topic 6
Urban environments

Topic 5
Rural environments

Topic 4 
Economic activity and energy

Key ideas
6.1 A growing percentage of the
world’s population lives in urban 
areas
6.2 Cities face a range of social and
Environmental challenges resulting
from rapid growth and resource 
demands
6.3 Different strategies can be used 
to manage social, economic and 
environmental challenges in a
sustainable manner.

Key ideas
5.1 Rural environments are natural
ecosystems that are exploited by 
human activities
5.2 Rural environments have 
contrasting physical, social and 
economic characteristics and
are experiencing significant changes
5.3 Rural environments need to 
adapt to be socially, economically
and environmentally sustainable

Key ideas
4.1 The relative importance of
different economic sectors and the 
location of economic activity varies 
spatially, and changes over time
4.2 The growth and decline of 
different economic sectors has 
resulted in a range of impacts and 
possible resource issues
4.3 Countries increasingly 
experience an energy gap and 
therefore seek energy security by 
developing a balanced energy mix 
and sustainable energy use
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Linear and Modular – Paper 2 Fieldwork
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Students are required to complete one
geographical enquiry involving fieldwork relating to 
one topic in Paper 2.
Paper 2: Human geography
• Economic activity and energy.
• Rural environments.
• Urban environments.
Centres must ensure that:
• Primary data collection includes quantitative and 
qualitative techniques.
• Secondary data collection includes the use of at 
least two different secondary data sources for your 
chosen environment.

Each paper will have questions that relate to the 
fieldwork enquiry process in familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts. 

The structure will either be: 
• Short answer questions (unfamiliar fieldwork 

context)
• Extended response 8 mark question (familiar 

fieldwork context)

OR 

• Short answer questions (familiar fieldwork 
context)

• Extended response 8 mark question (unfamiliar 
fieldwork context)
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Linear and Modular – Paper 2 Topics

Click to add content 1 Click to add content 2
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Topic 9
Development and human welfare

Topic 8
Globalisation and migration

Topic 7 
Fragile environments

Key ideas
9.1 Definitions of development and
human welfare vary, as do 
attempts to measure it
9.2 The level of development and
human welfare varies globally and 
has had a range of consequences
9.3 A range of sustainable
strategies is required to address 
uneven levels of development and
human welfare

Key ideas
8.1 Globalisation is creating a more
connected world, with increased
movements of goods (trade) and 
people (migration and tourism) 
worldwide 
8.2 The impacts of globalisation 
vary on a global scale
8.3 The responses to increased 
migration and tourism vary
depending on a country’s level of 
development

Key ideas
7.1 Fragile environments are under 
threat from desertification,
deforestation and global climate 
change
7.2 There are various impacts of
desertification, deforestation and
climate change on fragile 
environments
7.3 The responses to 
desertification, deforestation and
climate change vary depending on 
a country’s level of development
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Teaching considerations & supporting student progress
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• Same considerations that you would have with a linear course e.g. sequencing, threshold 
concepts, development of disciplinary and substantive knowledge, interleaving etc.

• June & November series -Multiple combinations of papers e.g.

Example 1

• Unit 1 end of Y10 
(June)

• Unit 2 end of Y11 
(June)

Example 2

• Unit 1 Y10 (June)
• Unit 1 re-sit Y11 

(Nov)
• Unit 2 end of Y11 

(June)

Example 3

• Unit 1 & Unit 2 Y11 
(Nov)

• Unit 2 re-sit Y11 
(June)
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Case studies and 
named examples

34
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Case studies and named examples in the 
content
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Case studies in the questions
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Case studies in the questions
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Fieldwork and the 
geographical enquiry 
process

38

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Click to add content 2

39

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Activity 1

40

Thinking about your fieldwork experience: 
• Are students aware of the different stages of the enquiry process? 
• Do they find it easier or more challenging to write about particular stages of the enquiry 

process? 
• What strategies could you use to support them in this part of the qualification? 
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Suggestions
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• Explore clearly the different stages of the enquiry process. 

• Make sure students can clearly distinguish between methods and techniques used.

• Make sure students can clearly justify their choices for any stage in the enquiry process.

• Use past papers to practice evaluation skills. 
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Fieldwork Skills

Cognitive enquiry skills

• analysis of findings – reviewing and interpreting 
quantitative and qualitative

information using appropriate media

• use of statistical skills – simple descriptive statistics, 
such as lines of best fit, means,

medians, modes, etc.

• conflict resolution skills – identifying the views of 
interested people (stakeholders),  recognising that 
stakeholders may have strongly different attitudes and 
feelings towards  a particular issue

• evaluation of findings – appraisal and review of data 
and information to see if they are accurate and suitable 
for the purpose, or misleading and unreliable.

Practical skills

• graphical skills – compiling graphs and flow lines, using 
proportional symbols,  annotating maps, diagrams and 
photographs

• map skills (including use of digital maps) – using grid 
references, understanding scales,

recognising symbols, identifying landforms and human 
features of the landscape

• photo-interpretation skills – reading vertical and oblique 
aerial photographs and satellite images, including GIS

• sketching skills – communicating ideas through simple 
sketch maps and field sketches

• spatial awareness – identifying the relative locations and 
relationships between features.

42
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Fieldwork Contexts – Paper 1
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What students  need to 
learn for unfamiliar primary 
and secondary fieldwork
contexts in Paper 1

Suggested methods of primary and secondary 
data collection for familiar fieldwork contexts

Geographical enquirySection B 

Primary
Quantitative
• River channel  characteristics: 
width,  depth and velocity
• River gradient

Qualitative
• Annotated field sketches

Secondary
• GIS topographic map

Primary
Quantitative
e.g. (1) channel measurements - velocity,
width, depth and gradient (2) measurements of 
sediment - size and shape 
Qualitative
e.g. (1) annotated field sketches of the river channel 
and its features, (2) photographs to show
how the channel changes downstream
Secondary
(1) A GIS topographic map, e.g. from ArcGIS Online or 
Google Earth, (2) local secondary data on river flows or 
regimes

Investigation of river
processes and form
through primary and
secondary fieldwork
evidence

River
environments
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Fieldwork Contexts – Paper 1

44

What students  need to learn for 
unfamiliar primary and secondary 
fieldwork
contexts in Paper 1

Suggested methods of primary and 
secondary data collection for familiar 
fieldwork contexts

Geographical 
enquiry

Section B 

Primary
Quantitative  
• Sediment: size and shape
• Beach profile
Qualitative
• Annotated field
• Sketches

Secondary
• Local geology map

Primary
Quantitative
e.g. (1) sediment size and  shape 
measurements, beach profile survey, (2) 
measurement of erosional features - a cliff or
intertidal zone
Qualitative
e.g. (1) annotated field sketches of particular
coastal features, (2) photographs to show how
there are variations along a stretch of the coast.
Secondary
(1) A local geology map (paper or digital), (2) 
local secondary data on coastal change, e.g. 
historic maps.

Investigation of  coastal 
processes and form 
through
primary and secondary 
fieldwork evidence

Coastal
environments
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Fieldwork Contexts – Paper 1
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What students  need to learn for 
unfamiliar primary and secondary 
fieldwork
contexts in Paper 1

Suggested methods of primary and 
secondary data collection for familiar 
fieldwork contexts

Geographical 
enquiry

Section B 

Primary

Quantitative
• Weather diary: wind, rain, temperature, 

and air pressure 
• Local risk and  hazard mapping

Qualitative
• Annotated field sketches

Secondary
• Local live feed of an extreme weather 

event.

Primary
Quantitative
e.g. (1) recording of a weather diary and local risk and 
hazard maps, (2) structured questionnaire about hazard 
perception
Qualitative
e.g. (1) annotated field sketches to show evidence of an 
extreme weather event, (2) photographs / video taken 
before, during and
after the extreme weather event

Secondary
(1) An online feed from a local weather station, e.g
Wunderground, (2) local secondary data on weather 
events, e.g. newspapers, online accounts.

Investigation of physical 
processes involved in an 
extreme weather event 
through the recording of 
primary and secondary 
fieldwork evidence

Hazardous  
environments
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Familiar fieldwork contexts- short answer
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Familiar fieldwork contexts – extended 
response

47
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Unfamiliar fieldwork contexts – short answer
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Unfamiliar fieldwork – extended response

49
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Activity 2: Evaluation in fieldwork 
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Thinking about fieldwork: 
• Are there any stages in the fieldwork enquiry process students find more challenging to 

evaluate? 
• What strategies can be used to encourage development of skills in evaluation? 
• What opportunities do students have during the course to evaluate different fieldwork 

scenarios?  
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Considerations 

51

• Understanding the geographical enquiry process and the various method is an important 
part of the IGCSE Geography for both papers. 

• It is important students have the opportunity to conduct their own fieldwork to gain 
experience of the different stages, and are involved in making decisions about how to collect, 
analyse and evaluate data and finding to respond to geographical questions. 

• It is important to provide students the opportunity to interpret different fieldwork scenarios 
– there are a range of past paper. 
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Schemes of Work
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Geography Schemes of Work

• Pearson publish an editable scheme of work

• It has an order which is the same as the specification

• The topics can be taught in any order, and this will depend on individual circumstances

• It has suggested activities for all topics.

• The order and timings will depend if the course is taught over one, two or three years.

53
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Click to add content 2
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Activity 3: What order should we teach the 
topics in?
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• Suggest three topics that you think should be covered at the start of the course.
• Suggest two topics that you think should be taught at the end of the course.
• Suggest one topic that is ‘synoptic’ – this means that it links to many other areas 

of the specification, for both linear and modular. Try to find where links could be 
made between areas of the specification. 

• Discuss why you made these suggestions.
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There is no one correct order of teaching topics
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• You can change the order to suit schools / classes / teaching styles.
• Seasonal availability for example when it is practical to do fieldwork. 
• ‘Underpinning topics’ need covering early – river processes before landforms. 
• Some topics/skills might be considered to be more difficult. It is important to 

ensure there is sufficient time to cover these.
• Some topics require knowledge from other areas of the course – climate change 

responses require and understanding of climate change. 
• Use topics to revisit themes – helps pupil understanding and ‘deepen learning.’
• Some topics draw everything together (synoptic)– this is particularly important 

for Section C of Paper 2. 
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Activity 4: What other areas of the specification 
link to this topic?

57

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



There are links to these specification points
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Topic 7
Topic 7

Topic 2
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How can we help students with content?
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• Give clear checklists for them each time we teach a topic.

• Encourage ‘metacognition’ by getting students to evaluate their own knowledge and 
learning of a topic.

• After tests and exams, get students to assess their ‘weaker’ topic areas by giving 
them a grid to write in their marks.
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Example of a topic checklist with emoji
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Key idea

Distributions and characteristics of the world’s biomes
(tropical, temperate and boreal forests, tropical and 
temperate  grasslands, deserts and tundra). (1)

5.1a5.1 Rural 
environments
are natural
ecosystems 
that are
exploited by 
human
activities

Examples of goods and services provided for people by 
natural  ecosystems (timber, tourism, food, energy, water 
resources, health services, natural protection, and climate 
regulation).

5.1b

How humans use, modify and change ecosystems and rural
environments to obtain food through farming systems
(arable/pastoral, commercial/subsistence,
intensive/extensive). (2)

5.1c
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Test grids can be used after tests / exams
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• Students fill in a test grid after getting their 
paper back.

• The grid gives the specification references so 
they can check any weaker areas.

• Assessment objectives can also be shown to 
help students self-identify where they lost 
marks.

AO4AO3AO2AO1My 
score

Max 
mark

Sp1d
ec 
ref1e

Ques
tion

14.1b1ai

14.1a1aii

14.2a1b

24.1c1c

14.1a1d

44.2b1e

34.3a1f

44.3b1g

84.3c1h

/4/7/9/5/2525Total
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Skills
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Geographical skills 
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• The specification highlights a range of different skills that candidates should 
cover during their course of study. 

Practical geographical 
enquiry skills

Quantitative skillsGeneral Skills

Pre-fieldwork planningCartographic skillsAtlas and map skills

Primary field skillsGraphical skillsGraphical skills

Presentation, analysis, 
conclusions and evaluation 
skills 

Numerical skillsData and information 
research skills

Statistical skillsInvestigative skills
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Integrated skills
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Activity 5:
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• Look at the list of skills in the specification. 

• Many of these skills will be familiar to candidates starting IGCSE Geography but 
can you highlight any which may be considered more challenging? 

• Are there any of these which you feel you could integrate more in your subject 
content teaching? 

• What strategies could you use to improve skills? 
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Assessment 
Objectives 
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Assessment objectives
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• There are four assessment objectives: AO1, AO2,  AO3, AO4.
• Questions on the exam papers will focus on all three objectives.
• Very important that pupils are aware of how they will be assessed.
• Many pupils (and teachers) only focus on content.
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Assessment objectives and weightings
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• The balance of the assessment objectives is similar on Paper 1 and Paper 2/Unit 1 & 
Unit 2.
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AO1
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Assessment objective 1 (AO1)

70

AO1 Knowledge and understanding
• AO1 is about understanding content.
• For geography this means demonstrating knowledge of locations, 

places, processes, environments and difference scale. 
• Easy to revise – repetitions, testing with flash cards and questions.

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



71

Typical AO1 Questions 
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Assessment Objective 1
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• This is AO1
• The command words are identify and describe. 
• It is factual information from the specification that 

candidates have to recall. 
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Mark Scheme
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Activity 6: AO1 mark scheme
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• This is AO1. It is factual 
knowledge direct from the 
specification.

• Write mark schemes for 
these two questions. 
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Mark Scheme
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Developing AO1 skills

76

• Factual knowledge tests.
• Revision notes/mind maps/lists.
• Blank page revision – students start with a blank page and write down what they know 

about a particular topic. Missing facts are then looked up.
• Students teaching each other – a good way to learn is to teach someone else!
• Vocabulary – ALWAYS use key terms that are listed on the specification. The more 

students use them, the more they become confident with using it.
• Make key vocabulary lists at start of topics and keep referring to them when teaching.  

NEVER assume that students know all vocabulary – ALWAYS reintroduce words when 
teaching each topic. 

• Check knowledge before moving onto a new topic. 
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AO2
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Assessment objective 2 (AO2)
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• AO2 is about demonstrating geographical understanding of: 
• Concepts and how they are used in relation to places environments and processes. 
• The interrelationships between place, environments and processes. 

Students need to go beyond demonstrating what they ‘know’ but to demonstrate they 
can explain ideas.
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Typical AO2 Question – Paper 1
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Activity 7: AO2
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Look at Question 3d.Look

Without reference to the published mark scheme, rank order 
samples A–D.Rank

Now, use the published mark scheme to mark samples A–D.Use
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4-1: A
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4-1: B

82

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



4-1: C
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4-1: D
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Developing AO2 skills
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• Give students regular questions that require explanation.
• Encourage them to think about language they can use to develop their points. .
• Confidence is key to student performance.
• Give out short explanation exercises as quick starter activities.
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AO3
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Assessment objective 3 (AO3) 
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AO3 Application of knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information and issues and to make judgements. 

• AO3 is about application of knowledge and understanding to unfamiliar contexts. 
• Will require the use of resources. 
• May require higher cognitive demand – analysis, evaluation, discussion. 
• Can be linked to geographical fieldwork. 
• Can be ‘suggest’ questions as this implies an unfamiliar context. 
• Often part of a mixed AO question, e.g AO2/AO3 (3 marks) AO2/AO3/AO4 (12 

marks)
• May be challenging for less confident students. 

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



AO3 Questions

88

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



AO3 Questions: fieldwork
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AO3 Question (combined with AO2)
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Mark scheme
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AO4
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Assessment Objective 4
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“Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and 
communicate findings.”

• This requires candidates to demonstrate their skills. 
• Will require the use of resources. 
• May require higher cognitive demand for the extended response questions– analysis, 

evaluation, discussion. 
• Can be linked to geographical fieldwork. 
• Often part of a mixed AO question, e.g AO3/AO4 (8 marks) AO2/AO3/AO4 (12 marks)
• Some questions may be challenging for less confident students. 
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AO4: Fieldwork
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AO4 Question (with AO3)

95

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



AO4 Question (with AO2 and AO3)  
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Activity 8:  Write a mark scheme for an extended 
response question that combines AOs
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Developing AO4 skills
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• Provide lots of opportunities for candidates to use different resources to 
answer questions. 

• Don’t assume that candidates have the maths skills from maths lessons!
• Past papers can be helpful for, but resources in textbooks, websites, and 

other resources could be used to answer a variety of questions. 
• Make regular use of data to support learning activities. 
• Integrate questioning into classroom activities that requires candidates to 

make links between geographical concepts and demonstrate their skills.
• Give candidates plenty of opportunities to make judgements about issues 

based on data and resources. Practice developing an argument and 
providing support from knowledge, understanding and resources. 
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Question Styles
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Question Styles
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• Multiple choice 

• Short answer – one, two, three or four marks. 

• Extended response – can be six, eight or 12 marks. May be assess, analyse, evaluate, 

discuss.

• Skills questions – calculations/graph plotting
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Multiple Choice 
Questions
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Short answer questions -1 or 2 marks
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Short answer questions -3 or 4 marks
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Extended response questions
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How can we improve student responses? 
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What strategies do you use in your centres to ensure that students are well prepared for 
questions with different AOs?

How do we check the students’ knowledge and understanding of each topic?

What strategies work particularly well?

How is it best to check on learning?

How can we ensure students’ can communicate their ideas effectively?
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How can we improve student responses? 
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Within the 
classroom 

Teaching 
strategies 

Use the 
specification

Use past 
papers

Use textbook Use tests
Use the 

published 
mark schemes

Use examiner 
reports

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



109

Quantitative skills
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Quantitative skills 

110

• The development and use of relevant quantitative skills is important, as some 
marks in the paper will focus on these 

• A list of quantitative skills which should be developed appears in the Appendix 4 of 
the specification

• These skills will be tested in exam papers within the context of different 
geographical issues. 

• Assessment of mathematical skills will account for approximately 10% of marks in 
Geography
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Appendix 4: 
Quantitative skills 

111
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Quantitative Skills Question
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Quantitative Skills Question
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Quantitative Question
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Activity 9: Quantitative skills

• Reflecting on your experience with students: 
• Do you specifically highlight to candidates where quantitative skills are included in 

lessons? 
• How could you ensure candidates are confident in answer questions that include 

these quantitative skills? 
• Are there any that you think might require further work to support candidates as 

they are less familiar? 
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Suggestions 

• Regularly integrate quantitative skills into teaching activities. 
• Highlight to candidates where skills are being developed and used. 
• Include opportunities to test understanding of how to use different skills. 
• Create a checklist of quantitative skills. 
• Review the Principal Examiner reports which highlight where candidates have 

struggled in previous series. 
• Use past papers. 
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Taxonomy
(Command Words)
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Command words – what they are and why they are 
important
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Every question should have a command word.

It is an instruction to candidates, telling them what we want them to write.

It is critical that candidates know what each command word means so that they can answer the question effectively.

Many candidates do not fully understand what each command word means – ‘describe’ and ‘explain’ are often confused with 
each other.

All our qualifications in International GCSE sciences now use a common taxonomy for command words.

These can be found in  Appendix 5 at the back of the specification.

Students can expect a range of command words across the demand range of the exam paper.
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Cognitive demand of command words
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Some command words have different cognitive demands:

State
Describe

Explain/Suggest

Assess/Analyse/Evaluate/Discuss

Increasing demand
Compare
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Command words - Explain
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Command word: Suggest
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Apply understanding to provide a reasoned explanation of how or why something may occur. A suggested 
explanation requires a justification/exemplification of a point.
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Mark scheme
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Command word : Analyse
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“Investigate an issue by breaking it down into individual components 
and making logical, evidence-based connections about the causes 
and effects or interrelationships between the components.”
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Activity 9: Analyse
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• Try to put together a list of points that you 
would use to form your analysis. 

• How would your answer address the ‘analyse’ 
command word in the question?

• Then read the example response. How 
different was this to your ideas? 
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Mark scheme
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Command word: Assess
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“Use evidence to determine the relative significance of 
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify 
which are the most Important”.
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Command: Assess

130

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



131

Copyright © 2025 by Pearson Education, Inc.    
All rights reserved.    
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.     
 
The materials are provided to you under license from Pearson Education, which license restricts these materials to your use only and only while you are attending a Pearson-authorised learning program.  You are not permitted to deliver this training material without the written approval of the publisher. These materials are protected by International Copyright Laws and may not be duplicated or further distributed without permission. 
 
All rights reserved. 



Activity 10
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Command word: Evaluate
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“Measure the value or success of something and ultimately provide a 
substantiated judgement/conclusion. Review information and then 
bring it together to form a conclusion, drawing on evidence such as 
strengths, weaknesses, alternatives and relevant data”
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Command word: Discuss
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“Explore the strengths and weaknesses of different sides of an issue/question. Investigate the issue by 
reasoning or argument.”
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Support
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Support for you at every stage
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Results supportExam preparation and 
assessment

Planning, teaching and 
learning

Free Resources and support

Getting Started Guide

Training Events (Face-to-Face & Online)

Subject Advisor Support

Community Forums

Schemes of Work

Skills Mapping

Sample Assessment Materials

Examiner Reports

Exemplar Marked Responses

Past Papers

examWizard

Mark Schemes

ResultsPlus Mock Exam Analysis

Results Plus

Access to Scripts Service (ATS)
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Teaching and Learning
Materials online
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● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit from further learning 

and inform teaching strategies and approaches.
● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in your 

country.
● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to 

produce analysis.
● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.
● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and performance 

breakdown, wherever they are. 
● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy steps: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

Support for Exam preparation and post results 
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● A free tool for teachers which helps you make quick homework assignments, topic tests 
and mock exams.  

● Questions tagged against unit, topic and assessment objective or simply choose a whole 
past paper.

● Use existing mark schemes for accurate marking.

● Use examiner report for insight.

● Most recent exam content available sooner. 

● Use the results to understand where students need more support, informing teaching 
strategies. 
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Access to Script (ATS)
Online Portal
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which allows teachers to immediately access electronically marked exam 
papers

Provides enhanced transparency and 
• Offers transparent approach to marking process
• Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
• Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing 

other cohorts for examinations by helping you 
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular 
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for a defined window, you can view 
and download scripts which have been marked online free of charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows, visit our post-results pages.
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Pearson published resources

Student Book
Edexcel International GCSE (9-1): Geography 
Student Book
ISBN: 9780435184834

For more information and access 
to samples visit:

www.pearson.com/international-schools
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Subject Updates
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Contact your dedicated Subject Advisor

If you have any questions, please do book time in 
with the dedicated subject advisor. 

Jon Wolton
Telephone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535

qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
Email: TeachingGeography@pearson.com 

Booking some time in with the subject advisor, 
please see calendar availability here. 
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Questions
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End of Presentation
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